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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00747 221027Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-11 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 10-13 /100W 

076575 221232Z/53 

R 220900Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 753 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 747 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, DM 

SUB J : BENIN AND SAHAROUI ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (POLISARIO) 
ESTABLISH FORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

1 . SEMI-OFFICIAL DAILY ZHUZU ANNOUNCED MAY 12 THAT GOVERNMENT OF 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BENIN (GPRB) AND SAHARAOUI ARAB DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC(SADR) (THE POLISARIO) HAVE AGREED TO ESTABLISH DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS AT THE EMBASSY LEVEL. GPRB HAS AGREED TO APPO- 
INTMENT OF AHMET MOHAMED SAID AS THE SADR'S AMB TO BENIN. NO 
MENTION WAS MADE OF BENIN'S AMB TO THE SADR, NOR WAS IT 
SPECIFIED WHETHER REPRESENTATION WOULD BE RESIDENT OR NON- 
RESIDENT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COTONO 00747 221027Z 


2. COMMENT: ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AS NO SURPRISE TO LOCAL 
DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS SINCE BENIN BACKED BY ALGERIA HAS BEEN IN 
FOREFRONT OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES PROMOTING THE SAHAROUI CAUSE. 
ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA ATTENDED MAY DAY CEREM- 
ONIES, TOGETHER WITH A POLISARIO/SADR DELEGATION LED BY 
POLISARIO INFO MINISTER SALLEK. IT IS BELIEVED THAT FINAL 
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ARRANGEMENT FOR DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGE WAS MADE AT THAT TIME. 
THOMPSON 
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